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ORIGINAL FUNCTIONS PROPOSED TO TRANSFER as at 31 MARCH 08

 Planning: local development plan functions, development control and enforcement.

 Public Realm aspects of Local Roads
 streetscaping;
 town and city centre environmental improvements;
 grass cutting and weed spraying;
 gully emptying;
 street lighting;
 off-street parking;
 pedestrian permits;
 maintenance of amenity areas;



 alley-gating (traffic regulation orders facilitating alley-gating to avoid antisocial 
behaviour);

 permitting local events to be held on roads; and
 salting of footways.

 Urban Regeneration and Community Development:
 functions associated with physical development (such as environmental 

improvement schemes, comprehensive development and urban development grant)
 area based regeneration (such as neighbourhood renewal)
 some community development programmes for the voluntary and community 

sectors.

 Housing:
 registration of houses in multiple occupation
 housing unfitness responsibilities, including repair and demolition notices
 energy conservation at local level
 responsibility for travellers’ transit sites.

 Local Economic Development (transfer from Invest NI):
 Start a Business Programme and Enterprise Shows
 Youth Entrepreneurship (such as Prince’s Trust and Shell Livewire)
 Social Entrepreneurship
 Investing for Women
 Neighbourhood Renewal funding relating to enterprises initiatives.

 Local Tourism:
 small scale tourism accommodation development
 local tourism marketing
 local tourism product development
 Visitor Servicing
 Providing business support including business start up advice along with training 

and delivery of customer care schemes; and
 providing advice to developers on tourism policies and related issues.

 Delivery of the EU Rural Development Programme;
 Authority to Spot List to enable Councils to add a building to the statutory list on a 

temporary basis, subject to ratification by the DOE;
 Authority to draw up local lists of buildings that are of architectural and/or historic interest;
 Armagh County Museum;
 local water recreational facilities;
 local sports;
 functions of the NI Museum Council;
 local arts;
 local festivals; and
 Donaghadee Harbour



MARGINAL CHANGES TO TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
The following changes were agreed by the Executive Sub-Committee in September 2009

DRD 
Minister Murphy has now approved the transfer of the following public realm functions – 

 Pedestrian permits

 Alley Gating

 Permitting events on local roads

 Off street parking and;

 On street car parking enforcement.

Minister Murphy has indicated that the decision to transfer on street parking enforcement is 

subject to his Department retaining policy ownership for this function.

DSD

 Living over the Shop (LOTS) is a Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE) initiative 

which is intended to encourage people to live in properties over shops in certain areas 

of town centre regeneration within certain towns and cities.  Minister Ritchie has 

approved the transfer of the Living over the Shop Scheme from Central to Local 

Government.

 Responsibility for provision of travellers Transit sites should transfer to the new councils. 

There is a degree of commonality between Transit Sites and the Councils’ existing 

responsibilities for caravan and amenity areas and it would be more closely related to 

the Councils’ Environmental Health responsibilities.

 The Housing Executive will retain responsibility for permanent housing, group housing 

and serviced sites.

The Transfer of Functions Working Group will now reconstitute in order to provide clarity on the 

detail of the revised suite of functions transferring from Central to Local Government.



Transfer of Functions – Summary

Planning
 Local development plan functions
 Development control and enforcement

Public Realm Aspects of Local Roads
 Streetscaping
 Off street parking / on street parking enforcement (Central Government retain policy 

ownership for this function)
 Pedestrian permits
 Alley gating (traffic regulation orders facilitating alley gating to avoid antisocial 

behaviour)
 Permitting local events to be held on roads

Urban regeneration and Community Development
 Functions associated with physical development (such as environmental improvement 

schemes, comprehensive development and urban development grant)
 Area based regeneration (such as neighbourhood renewal)
 Some community development programmes for the voluntary and community sectors 

Housing
 Registration of houses in multiple occupation
 Housing unfitness responsibilities, including repair and demolition notices
 Energy conservation at a local level
 Responsibility for travellers transit sites
 Living over the Shop Scheme

Local Economic Development (transfer from Invest NI)
 Start a Business Programme and Enterprise Shows
 Youth Entrepreneurship (such as Princes Trust and Shell Livewire)
 Social Entrepreneurship
 Investing for Women
 Neighbourhood Renewal funding relating to enterprises initiatives

Local Tourism
 Small scale tourism accommodation development
 Local tourism marketing
 Local tourism product development
 Visitor servicing
 Providing business support including business start up advice along with training and 

delivery of customer care schemes
 Providing advice to developers on tourism policies and related issues
 Delivery of the EU Rural Development Programme
 Authority to Spot List to enable Councils to add a building to the statutory list on a 

temporary basis, subject to ratification by the DOE

 Authority to draw up local lists of buildings that are of architectural and/or historic 
interest

 Armagh County Museum

 Local water recreational facilities

 Local sports

 Functions of the NI Museum Council



 Local arts

 Local festivals

 Donaghadee Harbour

Other 
 Arrangements will also be developed whereby local government will have formal input to 

the decisions in relation to a number of responsibilities that are remaining with central 
government.

 Community Planning and Power of Wellbeing


